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Pros:
1.Connection 
with the new 
generation
2.Immediate 
feedback
3.3rd party 
supporters
4.Multiple 
platform
5.Crisis 
management

Cons:
1.Disconnect with 
the paper 
generation
2.Uncontrolled 
feedback
3.Potential loss 
of confidentiality
4.By-the-way 
marketeers
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WMDA cares for donors to 
save patients ’ life

WMDA:
•Developed template forms to use for an 
unrelated search
•Published white papers explaining all 
aspects for unrelated stem cell donation
•Analyzes trends in unrelated stem cell 
donation
•Registry Handbook Project



www.worldmarrow.org
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Dissemination of Information
Practice guidelines for registries &  donor centers

Dissemination of adverse event information

Volunteer Donor Recruitment Strategies

What do you do if you would like to 
recruit volunteer donors

in your country?

www.worldmarrow.org
wmda@europdonor.nl



Get in touch - three international 
initiatives for donor registries

• Bone Marrow Donors Worldwide (BMDW)
• European Marrow Donor Information 

System (EMDIS)
• World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA)



BMDW

� International database
� Stem Cell Donors listed from 47 countries
� Cord Blood Units listed from 28 countries
� 18,110,332 donors and 496,732 CBU's
� On-line match programs

Telephone book to find your donor



EMDIS

� Is a standard platform for computer based 
donor registry communication

� Covers all aspects of an unrelated donor 
search

� Connects 86% of the donors listed in BMDW

Protocol for electronic
communication between registries



WMDA stands for

� Standards
� Education
� Donor Safety
� Globalization
� Accreditation

International recommendations
for unrelated stem cell donation



World Marrow Donor 
Association

Established in 1989 as an international collaborative 
effort of organizations and individuals involved in 
hematopoietic stem cell (HSC) donation and 
transplantation
First President - Dr E. Donnall Thomas,
Current President - Professor Eliane Gluckman
Mission to foster international collaboration to facilitate 
the exchange of high quality HSC for clinical 
transplantation worldwide and to promote the interests of 
unrelated donors..



World Marrow Donor 
Association

Recognition. 
– de facto society that oversees the international exchange of HSC 

products and promotes the interest of unrelated donors
– grant legitimacy with local governmental bodies as well as 

international organizations

Participation
– participate in the crafting of international policies and decisions
– differences in needs that may be important to take into account

Accreditation
Leadership
– Clinical, Cord Blood, Donor Registries, Ethics, Information 

Technology, and Quality Assurance Working Groups as well as 
key office holders. 



In 2010 79 Stem Cell Donor 
Registries worldwide 

participated

0 

1,000 

2,000 

3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

9,000 

10,000 

11,000 

12,000 

13,000 

19
88

 

19
89

 

19
90

 

19
91

 

19
92

 

19
93

 

19
94

 

19
95

 

19
96

 

19
97

 

19
98

 

19
99

 

20
00

 

20
01

 

20
02

 

20
03

 

20
04

 

20
05

 

20
06

 

20
07

 

20
08

 

20
09

 

20
10

 N
um

be
r 

of
 u

nr
el

at
ed

 d
on

at
io

ns
 

Year 

Number of unrelated stem cell donations (BM/PBSC) 

BM donations PBSC donations 

Product 2009 2010

Bone Marrow 3,445 3,574

PBSC 8,162 9,248

Product 2009 2010

Bone Marrow 3,445 3,574

PBSC 8,162 9,248



In 2010, 149 Cord Blood Banks 
worldwide participated
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Year 

Number of CBUs provided for unrelated transplantati on 

No information provided Units provided for adults Units provided for children 

CBUs provided                       4,054   3,792 

2010    2009 



Share Information

Get in touch with the WMDA, BMDW, EMDIS

� IDRC and WMDA Working Group meetings 

Sydney, Australia: 1 – 5 May 2012
www.wmdasydney2012.com

� WMDA Fall Meeting and NMDP Council Meeting, 
Minneapolis, USA: 
7 – 10 November, 2012


