
BMT Nursing Certification 

Julie Stensness RN, BSN, BMTCN®, OCN® 
Clinical Instructor 

Nursing Development & Saudization 
King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Centre 













www.oncc.org 

• ONCC offers nationally accredited certification 
programs that are the only oncology-specific 
certifications designed for Registered Nurses. 

• Becoming certified showcases your advanced 
knowledge of cancer care. 



Why You Should Be Certified? 
 

• Certification in oncology nursing can: 
– Validate your specialized knowledge 
–  Increase your confidence in your abilities 
–  Contribute to your personal satisfaction 
– Demonstrate your commitment to your specialty 

and your patients 
– Increases credibility among peers 





BMTCN® 
• BMTCN® is an accredited test that validates an 

individual's specialized knowledge in blood and 
marrow transplantation nursing. This certification is 
available exclusively to registered nurses. 
 

• The certification test a three-hour, 165 multiple-choice 
item test is based on the BMTCN® Test Content Outline 
(Test Blueprint) which was developed in 2012 in 
consultation with BMT nurses 
 

• The BMTCN® Test Content Outline includes eight major 
subject areas, each with a percentage assigned to it. 
Certification is valid for four years. 



BMTCN® Test Content Outline (Blueprint) 



BMTCN® Test Content Outline (Blueprint) 



Criteria 
Candidates must have: 
• A current, active, unencumbered license as a registered 

nurse  
• A minimum of one year (12 months) of experience as an RN 

within the three years prior to application 
• A minimum of 1,000 hours of BMT nursing practice within 

the two-and-one-half years prior to application 
• Completed a minimum of 10 contact hours of continuing 

nursing education (CNE) in blood and marrow stem cell 
transplant nursing or an academic elective in oncology 
nursing within the three years prior to application. 



BMTCN® 
• Practice tests available on the website 
• International testing in some countries 
• Fees are less if you are an ONS member 
• Support with fees if large numbers from an 

institution are taking the test 
• ONS Foundation supports nurses to undertake 

certification through scholarships 
 



Re-certification 

• Completed every 4 years 
• Continued employment as a nurse in BMT 
• Obtainable by providing evidence that 

CME/CNE’s have been achieved 



Negatives 

• Unfamiliar American based system 
• Credentialing an issue for foreign nurses 
• Cost 

 



• BMT Certification not the answer for all 
countries 
– Develop regional based program 
– Teleconferencing 
– Webinars 
– Hands on training at KFSH 



Our BMTCN® Team 



Am I still asking why? 

• Yes, there is always something new to learn 
• BUT 

– Feel much more confident with my knowledge 
base and the resources that are now available to 
BMT nurses 

– Supported me in my role as a clinical nurse 
educator 
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