




3 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 

  
 

Jose R. Nuñez MD, PhD 
Medical Officer Transplantation 

  

 



4 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidney Liver Heart Lung Pancreas 

76118 23721 5741 4278 2564 

2011 GKT/ GODT  

Global Observatory on Donation and Transplantation  

Organs Transplanted Globally in 2011 

≈ 112,600 organs transplanted 

(≈ 10% of estimated global needs)  

≈ 5.1 % increase over 2010 

  
103 countries reported to the Global Observatory on Organ Donation and Transplantation 
 
South Africa, India and China - are 2010 estimates 

25.000 donors 
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WBMT/LABMT: Team density per 
10 million population 
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WBMT/LABMT: Transplants rates in 2010 
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• Original procurement from a human donor. 

Need to meet essential ethical and safety 

requirements inherent to their human origin 

 

 

 

• Living donor 
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Kidney Liver Heart Lung Pancreas 

76118 23721 5741 4278 2564 

Living Donor 

32350 

Living Donor 

 4222 

42,5% 17,8% 

2008 GKT/ GODT  

≈ 112,600 organs transplanted 

(≈ 10% of estimated global needs)  

  
103 countries reported to the Global Observatory on Organ Donation and Transplantation 
 
South Africa, India and China - are 2010 estimates 

Global Observatory on Donation and Transplantation  

Organs Transplanted Globally in 2011 
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• Original procurement from a human donor. 

Need to meet essential ethical and safety 

requirements inherent to their human origin 

 

 

 

• Living donor 

 

 

• Without alternative of comparable benefit 

• Often last option 

• “Radical” treatment 

• Cross border 
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• Original procurement from a human donor. 

Need to meet essential ethical and safety 

requirements inherent to their human origin 

 

 

 

• Living donor 

 

 

• Without alternative of comparable benefit 

• Often last option 

• “Radical” treatment 

• Cross border 

 

 

• Scanty resource 
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Congenital or acquired disorders 

Chemosensitive 

Radiosensitive 

Inmunosensitive 

malignacies 
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 older patients  

 comorbidities 
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2.   REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1)   to continue examining and collecting global data on the practices, safety, quality, 

efficacy and epidemiology of allogeneic transplantation and on ethical issues, 

including living donation, in order to update the Guiding Principles on Human Organ 

Transplantation;  

(2)   to promote international cooperation so as to increase the access of citizens to 

these therapeutic procedures; 

(3)   to provide, in response to requests from Member States, technical support for 

developing suitable transplantation of cells, tissues or organs, in particular by 

facilitating international cooperation; 

(4)   to provide support for Member States in their endeavours to prevent organ 

trafficking, including drawing up guidelines to protect the poorest and most 

vulnerable groups from being victims of organ trafficking; 

57.18 



24 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 

Worldwide Network for Blood & Marrow Transplantation (WBMT) 

http://www.wbmt.org/
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37 % 

37 % 

11 % 

 14 % 1% 

North America Europe Asia South America Others
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39 % 

36 % 

20 % 

0,5 % 4,5 % 

North America Europe Asia South America Australia/Oceania
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Ethnicity of donors and cord 
blood units is important for 
the donor/CBU selection 
process, and is needed for 
future improvements of the 
match programs. 
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Clinical 

Procedures 

To meet patients needs: 

1. Government responsibility 

• Organization 

2. Equity  

• In the burden of donation  

• In allocation (UHC) WHA63.22 

3. Education  

• To donation  

• To prevention 

4. Trust of the Public 

• Transparency  

• Professionalism 

 

 

 

Donation is a civic gesture, an expectation but not an exception 
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Clinical 

Procedures 

32 

Professionals Authorities 

The Magnificent Seven, John Sturges,1960 
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       “ Health products of an exceptional nature” 
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* GUIDING PRINCIPLE 10  

   WHO Guiding Principles On Human  Cell, Tissue And Organ Transplantation 

   Endorsed  by the sixty-third World Health Assembly in Resolution WHA 63.22 



36 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 



37 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 



38 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 

 Prohibition of financial gain on the human body and its parts as such,  

recognizing that procurement through financial incentives and profit on some 

human body parts as such (e.g. plasma and gametes) is not forbidden in 

some countries, in which case respect of other requirements starting with 

transparency is even more important; 

 Responsibility for the provision of MPHO placed with authorities and through 

them the individual citizen and resident; 

 Genuine consent of donors and recipients; 

 Protection of the incompetent 

 Equity as a goal, in the burden of donation and in allocation of MPHO 
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 Traceability and accountability mandated throughout the 

process, from donors to recipients, including long term outcomes 

and vigilance and surveillance under the oversight of national 

competent authorities; 

 

 Transparency and openness to scrutiny indispensable even if 

confidentiality and anonymity when required must be preserved; 
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Allow: easier information transfer + traceability + interoperability across MPHO, and 

between countries in routine and emergency + cost containment 

From the transfusion experience   Coding is a priority 



41 
Patient Safety  

Programme 

Health Systems  

and Innovation 

 Duty to constantly optimize the safety, quality and efficacy of 

procurement, process and clinical application of MPHO 
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WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for health 

within the United Nations system. It is responsible for 

providing leadership on global health matters, shaping the 

health research agenda, setting norms and standards, 

articulating evidence-based policy options, providing technical 

support to countries and monitoring and assessing health 

trends. 
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    nunezj@who.int 

http://www.who.int/transplantation/en/  

 

 


